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Marine Spatial Planning is a consultative process which seeks to evidence, analyse and 
manage all activities (human and otherwise) within defined marine zones. 

Used internationally to assist with maritime management and to ensure that the economic 
and natural capital value of marine areas are used to the best advantage.

Objectives include conflict reduction, increased cooperation, the identification of 
investment and development opportunities and protection of the marine environment. 

The MSP is also an opportunity to look at our island in a valued and non-cynical way. To 
build the sense of place and island identity we need to see us through the unprecedented 
change of the coming decades. 

What is a 
Marine 
Spatial Plan?



Marine Spatial Planning: Background



The Jersey Marine Spatial Plan (JMSP) was proposed in the 2022 Bridging Island Plan 
and initiated by a vote in the States Assembly in March 2022. 

The MSP was given four key objectives:

1) To organise human and marine resources and activities in Jersey’s territorial 
waters.

2) To develop a network of Marine Protected Areas.

3) To inform the policies of the next iteration of the Island Plan.

4) To support co-ordinated development and decision-making on all aspects 
affecting the marine environment.  

The Jersey Marine Spatial Plan: Objectives and Timeline



The Jersey Marine Spatial Plan: Structure and Outcomes



The Jersey Marine Spatial Plan: Coverage and Status

All parts of the marine environment are covered by marine 
spatial planning: the seabed (the benthic environment), the 
water column (the pelagic environment), the water surface, 
and the air above.  

The JMSP forms an overarching strategic framework setting the 
approach for a range of tools, including land use planning, marine 
resource management and fishing regulation.  The JMSP is not a 
statutory document, but will give direction to other legislative and 
policy tools, which will be used to deliver the actions set out in the 
JMSP. 



The Jersey Marine Spatial Plan: Example - Marine Protected Areas



The Jersey Marine Spatial Plan: Example - Marine Protected Areas



- The JMSP is currently being reviewed internally.

- A revised draft will be released for public consultation in early October.

- The consultation period will last for at least eight weeks.

- The final plan will be released in January 2024.

The Jersey Marine Spatial Plan: Next Steps




