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What do we already know?



What do we already know?



What can a condition assessment tell us?

Measure change within a habitat type

Identify areas of ‘good’ habitat – for benchmarking and protection

Identify areas of ‘moderate’ or ‘poor’ habitat – opportunity for restoration

Biodiversity Net Gain Natural Capital Atlas



Biodiversity Net Gain

Measure change within a habitat type

Identify areas of ‘good’ habitat – for benchmarking and protection



Aim 

To understand the condition of habitats in Guernsey. 

Objectives 

1. Undertake a condition assessment of a subset of each Phase 1 habitat type in 
Guernsey 

2. To undertake a critical analysis of the methodology and its use within 
Guernsey 

Tender published in Q2 2022, field work undertaken throughout 2022 and 2023. 

Condition Assessment Methodology



Condition Assessment Methodology

Where to survey?

15 sites for each Phase 1 habitat classification
• 5 x SSS designated
• 5 x ABI designated
• 5 x undesignated
Aim for a range of different landownership too

400m2 minimum mapping unit (MMU) where possible, boundaries marked on a map 



Condition Assessment Methodology

First ….. select your habitat type



Condition Assessment Methodology

Habitat Type (Habitats in bold are Priority Habitats) Condition Sheet Link to sheet (1 
habitat parcel)

Link to sheet (up to 
10 habitat parcels)

Area habitats

Broad habitat type: Cropland
Cropland - Arable field margins cultivated annually

Condition Assessment N/A N/A N/A

Cropland - Arable field margins game bird mix
Cropland - Arable field margins pollen and nectar
Cropland - Arable field margins tussocky
Cropland - Cereal crops
Cropland - Winter stubble
Cropland – Horticulture
Cropland - Intensive orchards
Cropland - Non-cereal crops
Cropland - Temporary grass and clover leys

Broad habitat type: Grassland

Grassland - Bracken Condition Assessment N/A N/A N/A

Grassland - Floodplain wetland mosaic and CFGM

Use Wetland condition sheet (plus Ditch condition 
sheet for any ditches). If the area meets the definition 
of another high / very high distinctiveness type, 
record and treat as the relevant habitat type within the 
metric instead.

Tab 23A Tab 23B

Grassland - Lowland calcareous grassland
Grassland Medium/High/Very High distinctiveness Tab 6A Tab 6BGrassland - Lowland dry acid grassland

Grassland - Lowland meadows
Grassland - Modified grassland Grassland Low distinctiveness Tab 5A Tab 5B
Grassland - Other lowland acid grassland

Grassland Medium/High/Very High distinctiveness Tab 6A Tab 6BGrassland - Other neutral grassland
Grassland - Tall herb communities (H6430)
Grassland - Traditional orchards Orchard Tab 17A Tab 17B
Grassland - Upland acid grassland

Grassland Medium/High/Very High distinctiveness Tab 6A Tab 6BGrassland - Upland calcareous grassland
Grassland - Upland hay meadows

file:///C:%5CUsers%5CJhenney02%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CPackages%5Coice_16_974fa576_32c1d314_29ca%5CAC%5CTemp%5C23A.WETLAND
file:///C:%5CUsers%5CJhenney02%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CPackages%5Coice_16_974fa576_32c1d314_29ca%5CAC%5CTemp%5C23B.WETLAND
file:///C:%5CUsers%5CJhenney02%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CPackages%5Coice_16_974fa576_32c1d314_29ca%5CAC%5CTemp%5C6A.GRASSLAND%2520MED%2520HIGH%2520&%2520V.HIGH
file:///C:%5CUsers%5CJhenney02%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CPackages%5Coice_16_974fa576_32c1d314_29ca%5CAC%5CTemp%5C6B.GRASSLAND%2520MED%2520HIGH%2520&%2520V.HI
file:///C:%5CUsers%5CJhenney02%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CPackages%5Coice_16_974fa576_32c1d314_29ca%5CAC%5CTemp%5C5A.GRASSLAND%2520LOW
file:///C:%5CUsers%5CJhenney02%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CPackages%5Coice_16_974fa576_32c1d314_29ca%5CAC%5CTemp%5C5B.GRASSLAND%2520LOW
file:///C:%5CUsers%5CJhenney02%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CPackages%5Coice_16_974fa576_32c1d314_29ca%5CAC%5CTemp%5C6A.GRASSLAND%2520MED%2520HIGH%2520&%2520V.HIGH
file:///C:%5CUsers%5CJhenney02%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CPackages%5Coice_16_974fa576_32c1d314_29ca%5CAC%5CTemp%5C6B.GRASSLAND%2520MED%2520HIGH%2520&%2520V.HI
file:///C:%5CUsers%5CJhenney02%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CPackages%5Coice_16_974fa576_32c1d314_29ca%5CAC%5CTemp%5C17A.ORCHARD
file:///C:%5CUsers%5CJhenney02%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CPackages%5Coice_16_974fa576_32c1d314_29ca%5CAC%5CTemp%5C17B.ORCHARD
file:///C:%5CUsers%5CJhenney02%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CPackages%5Coice_16_974fa576_32c1d314_29ca%5CAC%5CTemp%5C6A.GRASSLAND%2520MED%2520HIGH%2520&%2520V.HIGH
file:///C:%5CUsers%5CJhenney02%5CAppData%5CLocal%5CPackages%5Coice_16_974fa576_32c1d314_29ca%5CAC%5CTemp%5C6B.GRASSLAND%2520MED%2520HIGH%2520&%2520V.HI


Condition Assessment Results

Limitations 

Too few sites

Habitats too small

Not a range in ownership or designation

Access constraints



Condition Assessment Results

Results 



Condition Assessment Results

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Se
mi-N

atur
al B

road
lea

ved
 W

oodla
nd

Plan
ted

 Broad
lea

ved
 W

ood
land

Plan
ted

 Conif
erou

s W
ood

lan
d

Plan
ted

 M
ixe

d W
ood

land

Plan
tat

ion W
oo

dlan
d

Park
land

Scr
ub

Im
prove

d G
rassl

an
d

Sta
nding W

ate
r

Brac
kis

h Po
ols

Sal
tm

ars
h

Sh
ingle

Poor Moderate Good



What Next?

• Finalise and publish report 

• UKHabs?

• Should we use Habitat Condition Assessments? 

• BNG?

• Natural Capital Atlas? 

• Baselining ‘good’ condition

• Management recommendations 



Thanks

Photos kindly shared with permission from Rod Ferbrache, Mish Hooper, Mike Cunningham, Andy Marquis, Tom Coule and Visit Guernsey




