
CiRecord:
Channel Islands Records Centres – working 
together for biodiversity

Presented by CI Records Centre Managers;

Matt Lewis, Jon Rault, Liz Sweet



CiRecord:
Channel Islands Records Centres, 

Working Together for Biodiversity. 

Elizabeth Sweet – Manager, Guernsey Biological Records 
Centre.
gsybiorecords@gmail.com

Matthew Lewis – Manager, Alderney Biodiversity Centre 
(an Alderney Wildlife Trust Project).
manager@alderneybiodiversitycentre.org

Jon Rault – Manager, Jersey Biodiversity Centre.
jon@societe.je

about:blank
mailto:manager@alderneybiodiversitycentre.org
about:blank


Many, many years of discussions…

History of CiRecord



Oct/Nov 2022

IIEM 2022
INNS Meeting

01

December 2022

Working Group 
formation
1st meeting - Jan 23

02 May 2023

CiRecord Platform
• 1 data warehouse 
• 2 public interfaces

04 August 2023

Test site ready
MOU review

06

February 2023

Guernsey - open access
Jersey – commercial
Best practice 

03 September 2023

IIEM 2023

07June 2023

Formal commission of 
Bailiwick of Guernsey 
site

05

CiRecord progress - last 12 months



Share

Resources

Branding

Database

Knowledge

Each Records Centre:
ü remains independent 
ü is responsible for their respective geographical region











• A ‘toolkit’ for building online recording systems for wildlife records.

• Flexible - build any wildlife recording form to suit your survey’s needs.

• Cost effective.

• Easy and rapid data entry.

• Tools provided for expert verification of data.

• Simple and powerful access to data.

• Fully customisable.

• An open source, community owned project.

• Ongoing support and development.



• Used by the Jersey Biodiversity Centre since 2018 and the Alderney Biodiversity Centre 
since 2021.

• Guernsey Biological Records Centre is in the process of adopting Indicia having 
previously operated a bespoke database system.



































Bailiwick of Jersey 
Website

Bailiwick of Guernsey 
Website



Verification



• Is the record acceptable for the recording scheme?

• Is there a photo that shows the species has been correctly identified?

• In the absence of a photo:
• is the location and date likely?
• is the record from a regular recorder or are they new to recording?

• Verifiers can query records and ask the recorder for more information.

• Not all records provide enough evidence to accept.

• The number of records that can be accepted either immediately or following some 
queries is actually a very high proportion. 

Verification



• JNCC and UKCEH have agreed a 5-year programme to support the work of BRC, including 
Indicia support and development.

• Continue to increase capacity of servers and databases to ensure performance keeps up 
with demand.

• Support schemes that want to move their data into Indicia.

• Review feedback from verifier survey.

• Continue to work on data quality and filtering.

• Updates and enhancements to record cleaner tool.

Ongoing Development



• JNCC and UKCEH have agreed a 5-year programme to support the work of BRC, including 
Indicia support and development.

• Image Recognition:

• Implemented in iRecord apps.
• Accuracy improving.
• How best can this support verification?

Ongoing Development





• JNCC and UKCEH have agreed a 5-year programme to support the work of BRC, including 
Indicia support and development.

Ongoing Development

• Data visualization

• Help local records centres and recording schemes to visualize data.

• Provide feedback to recorders showing how their records contribute to the bigger 
picture.

• Maps and phenology charts added to iRecord.

• Data visualisations added to the UK Pollinator Monitoring Scheme Website.







September 2023

IIEM 2023

07

Autumn 2023

Agree MOU

08 End-2023

Launch CiRecord 
websites publicly

10

Autumn 2023

Apply branding, begin data 
migration and finalise new 
CiRecord websites

09 Post-2023

Continue data migration and 
feature development with 
stakeholder input

11

Next steps



• Sharing knowledge and resources: A CI Projects Hub
• Useful resources for all islands

• INNS reporting – develop priority maps for where to look?

• Useful knowledge sharing
• Instant data sharing of movements of wide-ranging species, helping other 

islands to target survey effort? 

• New recording efforts easily possible through iRecord projects, but potential to make 
custom apps too

Potential future developments



• Data explorers and data visualisation

Potential future developments



• Data access – easier to access and view records within the Bailiwicks

• Data uploading – gradual move to standardised Indicia forms (hopefully!) means this 
should be relatively painless and help can be given!

• Verifying data – local experts willing to verify data in CI greatly 
     appreciated, particularly for general recording apps (e.g. iRecord)

• Willing verifiers can email irecord@ceh.ac.uk, explain a bit
      about your expertise, and if approved by the UK recording 
      scheme (e.g. Butterfly Conservation), you’re all set to verify!

• Without verification, records can’t pass to NBN or GBIF 

What this means for local experts

mailto:irecord@ceh.ac.uk


• All contributing funders.

• All contributing recorders.

• The national and local recording schemes/groups and their 
verifiers.

Thanks to:



Questions?

Thank You for Listening

Elizabeth Sweet – Manager, Guernsey Biological Records 
Centre.
gsybiorecords@gmail.com

Matthew Lewis – Manager, Alderney Biodiversity Centre 
(an Alderney Wildlife Trust Project).
ecologist@alderneywildlife.org

Jon Rault – Manager, Jersey Biodiversity Centre.
jon@societe.je
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