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Savvy Navvy
• Current known extent of seagrass is available through 
the Savvy Navvy app to inform mariners.
• Plans are to continue measuring extent of beds for Savvy 
Navvy initiative
• Implement further monitoring of traditional moorings 
selected for impact assessment
• Consider deployment/switch over of traditional 
moorings with AMS
• Consider other wide-scale assessments, including bay 
condition assessments



Mooring damage



QE II preliminary results
• West mooring: Total number of Eelgrass shoots: 106. Length of blades 2 – 27 cm. Blade length increased 

with increasing distance from the traditional mooring bases. 

• East mooring: Total number of Eelgrass shoots: 95. Length of blades 1 – 18.8 cm. Blade length increased with 
increasing distance from the traditional mooring bases. 

• - Both results show a decline in Eelgrass shoot density, % cover and blade length around the 10 – 12 m mark, 
which may be due to the mooring chain looping down during low tides and damaging to seafloor.



The impact of block and chain swing 
mooring damage to the seabed within 
seagrass (Zostera marina) meadows; 
Jersey
Emily Dow (Jersey Marine Conservation and JICAS)

• Sediment samples were taken inside and 
outside three mooring scars in St Catherines 
harbour to investigate infaunal assemblages.

• Infaunal diversity (number of taxa) and 
abundance (number of individuals) were 
both found to be greater in the sediments 
with unaffected seagrass compared to the 
bare sediment within the mooring scar. 

• Number of taxa: 3 (± 1.46) inside the scar and 
5.47 (± 2.23) outside.

• Number of individuals: 5.6 (± 3.64) inside the 
scar and 10.8 (± 5.57) outside.



Seaflex moorings – a 
solution

• Eco mooring option to minimize 
damage to seagrass

• Several deployed in St. Catherines 
harbour

• Changes to seabed and 
colonisation of organisms on the 
block and buoys is being 
monitored by Jersey Marine 
Conservation


