
years of Seasearch
Charlotte Bolton
Angus Jackson Thursday 28th Sept 2023



The very early years (1970s-1990s)

© divernet.com

NCC Outer Hebrides survey © Frances Dipper Challenger @ Papa Westray © Lin Baldock



The HLF / Chris Wood years (2003 - 2016)

Creation of “National Coordinator” post employed by 
the Marine Conservation Society

Steering group – SNCBs, diving organisations etc.

Formal partnerships with Wildlife Trusts for regional 
delivery

Network of regional coordinators throughout the 
British Isles

Training programme developed (Seasearch Observer / 
Surveyor) © Sue Daly



2016 – a new National Coordinator



Volunteers – our lifeblood



Snorkels ahoy!

2020: 85 forms representing 9.12% of total

2021: 156 forms representing 9.36% of total

2022: 244 forms representing 18.63% of total

© Charlotte Bolton

© Matt Slater



Changing distributions?

Comber, Serranus cabrilla Norway bullhead, Micrenophrys lilljeborgii

Hampshire © Charlotte BoltonGuernsey © Charlotte Bolton



First records…

Hampshire © Charlotte BoltonGuernsey © Charlotte Bolton



A mountain of data…

Hampshire © Charlotte BoltonGuernsey © Charlotte Bolton



Recent developments
Website

shiny apps
training dashboard (coming soon)

Marine Recorder Online
data management (back end)
data reporting (front end)
data flow

State of Nature
related studies



Plan 
your 

survey

https://www.seasearch.org.uk/data



Interrogate your records

https://www.seasearch.org.uk/data



Volunteers Dashboard



What happens to the data?



Marine Recorder Online

Data management: back end



https://www.marine-recorder.org.uk/SearchResults/AllEntities

A proper spatial database
Internal interactive map

https://www.marine-recorder.org.uk/SearchResults/AllEntities


Data reporting: front end



Data snapshot



Data 
queries

Spatial queries too!



Data export



Data flow
Automated flow

To public-facing front 
end
To DASSH (data archive)
To data portals (e.g. 
NBN, GBIF)

Nightly updates!



Marine topics 
embedded throughout

Populations trends for 
benthic species



“Bayesian occupancy modelling of benthic 
Crustacea and the recovery of the European 
spiny lobster, Palinurus elephas”

A.C. Jackson JMBAUK 101(7) Nov. 2021

Scientific publications
Occupancy models

loads of potential!



Overall value?

Huge! Value not just from rare/funky 
species, but also:
• common species,
• context (habitat, etc.), 
• large volume, 
• long time series,
• spatial coverage 
• Reliable (QC)

Not just for Channel 
Islands, but nationally



Can I find out more about this?

Check out our website:  (www.seasearch.org.uk)
• data exploration tools
• training opportunities
• reports and papers

Get in touch:
• seasearch@mcsuk.org

mailto:seasearch@mcsuk.org


Summary

Fabulous dataset

Exploiting new digital tools

Robust new system

Allows many applications

Let’s encourage recording and make even more use of the data

Thank you to Sue for the invitation and of course to all the 
many volunteers who contribute their time and records



Thank you

Any questions?

angus.jackson@mcsuk.org
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